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To contribute to the FYI Inbox, visit 
foreveryoungnews.com to post comments directly 
attached to stories; look us up on Facebook 
(search foreveryoungnews); fi nd us on Twitter at 
FYI_Magazine; or email the editor at 
dwall@metroland.com.

Great role for Kim Cattrall
Re Kim Cattrall cover story, September FYI: 

I can’t think of a better or more talented actress 
than Kim Cattrall to play this role. So many story 
lines hit home, at this age. Thanks for including 
the much-needed humour. I am a big fan of Miss 
Cattrall, and now your magazine.

Lina Baldassini, Toronto
*      *      *

Shianne Garton wrote in response to the Sep-
tember FYI article titled “Blue Rodeo, Serena Ry-
der Thrill Elora Audience”: My favourite week-
end of the summer – amazingly unforgettable 
experience and defi nitely the best volunteer po-
sition ever. Defi nitely impressive Elora! 

*      *      *
Your story “Hazel The Horrible” by Ed Pear-

son (October FYI) brought back memories of 
my experience during Hurricane Hazel. I was 
a 17-year-old kid coming home from a high 
school dance on that fateful Oct. 15 night in 
1954. l was in my Dad’s 1946 Chev traversing 
the back roads between Belleville and Frank-
ford, Ont. when Hurricane Hazel hit. It was all I 
could do to keep the car on the road as the wind 
tried to sweep me into the adjoining fi elds. As I 
crossed a bridge over the Trent River in Frank-
ford, the roof from a building sailed across the 
road in front of me. Luckily I was not hit. I fi nal-
ly arrived at my parent’s home in Batawa around 
1 a.m. with nothing more than a few pained 
muscles. It was an experience I’ll never forget.

Bob Ireland, Burlington, Ont.
*      *      *

Amy Green also commented on the story: 
Thank you Ed for bringing a major event in To-
ronto’s history to life. It is not well known that 
Hurricane Hazel did such damage and killed so 
many people. It was interesting to read from a 
fi rst responder exactly how bad it was. R.I.P. fi rst 
responders who were killed. God Bless You.

InBox

edition of his new book, titled World War I: A 
Monumental History, released in October.

The violence at the Ottawa war memorial is 
unparalleled in the history of Canadian memo-
rials, Konduros says.  

“I don’t know of any other instances where 
war memorials have been the focus of attacks 
or violence,” he told FYI the day of the shoot-
ing. “I believe this is unprecedented.”

The Ottawa memorial has only been guarded 
since 2006, when youths were photographed 
urinating on the memorial on Canada Day.

One hundred years ago, Canada was a 
country of eight-million people, less than one 
quarter of its current population. By the end of 
the war an estimated 65,000 had been killed 
and another 173,000 injured. In proportional 
terms that would be the equivalent of over a 
million dead or injured in the Canada of today. 

It is easy to see why Canada was a nation 
in shock and mourning throughout the 1920s 
when the majority of the memorials were built. 
More Canadians died in World War One than 
in all our other wars combined. Virtually every 
war monument in Canada bears testament to 
that fact.

Robert Konduros is co-author of World War 1: 
A Monumental History, released in October. Visit 
ww1monument.wordpress.com.

Upfront

Canadians will never look at the National 
War Memorial the same after the tragic shoot-
ing death of Hamilton soldier Nathan Cirillo on 
Oct. 22. 

Writing the day of the shooting, Hamilton 
Spectator columnist Susan Claremont may 
have been guilty of hyperbole when she de-
clared that 10/22 will come to rival 9/11 in the 
minds of Canadians, but she was right on an-
other point. 

“The National War Memorial will be a place 
to thank and mourn soldiers who died on for-
eign land,” wrote Claremont. “And on the very 
land on which the memorial exists.”

Said Hamilton Mayor Bob Bratina, “To stand 
in ceremony next to the national war memorial 
in Ottawa is one of the highest accolades you 
can get.” And to be gunned down in uniform 
while carrying a rifl e with no ammunition will 
go down in history as a sad and historic sacri-
fi ce. No doubt every Remembrance Day cere-
mony held across the land this year will invoke 
the name of the heroic corporal Cirillo, a mem-
ber of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 

Author Robert Konduros realizes that even 
though most of the memorials scattered across 
the land were built between World War One 
and WW2, modern-day events are neces-
sitating a rewrite should he publish a second 

Tributes to Sacrifice
The Great War, which began 100 years ago this year, was the most 

deadly conflict ever for Canada. War memorials scattered across the na-
tion remind us of the carnage – and now, of a modern-day tragedy

Pictured above then counter-clockwise, from World War I: A Monumental History, is the war memorial in 
Ottawa during more peaceful days and memorials in Listowel, Ont. and Fernie, BC. Right: the National War 
Memorial in Ottawa was photographed the evening of the shooting of Oct. 22. Steve Russell/Toronto Star
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